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CMS Faculty Basketball Champions for the CSEF !

Physical Education 
Students had a great third quarter in Physical  Education.  Activities  included 
swimming,  floor  hockey,  volleyball  and  badminton.  Quarter  4  units  of 
instruction are badminton, track and field, and outdoor games.

Students are reminded to bring P.E. clothes home once a week for laundering. 
Safety goggles are required of all students for the continuing badminton unit.  
Intramural coed volleyball playoffs continue and coed badminton is coming up 
in mid-May. 
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Principal’s Message: 

As the third quarter closes, students 
are looking forward to warmer 
weather and having thoughts of their 
future in grade seven. Grade five 
students spent much of the end of the 
y ea r w i t h s p e c i a l e v e n t s a n d 
p re p a r i n g f o r t h e fi f t h g ra d e 
promotion ceremony as they closed 
the chapter on elementary school life.  
Middle School students begin the 
time when they are scheduled for 
instruction until the very end of the 
school year.   It will be the first time 
your child will be experiencing final 
exams, one of the last in new 
experiences for grade six students.   
The exam will count as ten percent of 
their overall average in each of the 
core areas.     Please speak with your 
child about the importance of staying 
focused on the tasks ahead.  
On another note, one of the great 
challenges for school personnel and 
parents in guiding middle school 
children toward adulthood is to 
balance academic growth with 
healthy social development.   To 
achieve this, we cannot ignore the 
role technology plays in their lives. 
Technology is ubiquitous in today’s 
society.   The power of an iPhone is 
greater than the computer systems 
that have guided us on our first 
journeys into space.   We can use 
mobile devices as wonderful tools for 
learning and entertainment.   Students 
unfortunately can use texting, instant 
messaging, and especially Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, or Snapchat to 
interact with each other in a negative 
way.   These venues can be used to 
target and ridicule students in ways 
never before possible.     A cross word 
or picture can reach thousands of 
viewers in milliseconds.     We 
encourage students to think before 
they send or post.   Please join us in 
building responsible students who 
leave a positive digital footprint.

TODAY’S NEWS 
Be Responsible | Be Respectful | Be Your Best
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Engineering Technology 
This third marking period in Engineering Technology we continued our journey 
into the world of engineering and robotics. Now that we have moved full force 
into our Robotics unit, we have been learning how to program our Bots to move 
using RobotC, a  programming language based on the C language.  We began 
learning basic programming by creating a test bed that contains all  the VEX 
robotics components that we will need to use later on to create our drag race 
bot. We learned how to properly use, build, and then program the VEX motors 
and digital and analog sensors to do various simple tasks.

My students have had great success with their first-time programming. I know, 
for  many,  this  introduction  to  programming  has  opened  their  eyes  to  many 
exciting new fields and careers they may be pursuing in the future.

Elena, Julia, and Lauren  pose at the Selfie Station during 
the First Annual Middle School Art Show.

Library 
Sixth grade Reading students have continued to visit the library every month for 
new  and  exciting  lessons.  This  quarter  students  focused  on  learning  new 
strategies  for  summarizing  nonfiction  text,  specifically  learning  about  Black 
History Month and Women’s History Month. 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English 
Language 
Arts 

Sixth grade ELA students this quarter 
worked very hard writing a detailed 
personal narrative on a “small moment” 
from their lives.  The resulting stories were 
extremely entertaining and well-written!  
Next, we read and analyzed the non-
fiction article “Teen Hoboes of the 1930s” 
and then began our novel study of Bud, 
Not Buddy. These texts, along with other 
examined genres, will enable us to take 
an up-close and personal look at the issue 
of homelessness in America. 

Home & 
Careers 
It has been an activity-filled quarter for 
Home & Career Skills students as they 
continue developing habits for success.  
The decision-making process has been 
used in every activity to help sixth graders 
become comfortable thinking through 
consequences before making choices.   
Students practiced leadership and 
teamwork when cooking recipes ranging 
from a simple healthy snack to a delicious 
dinner entrée.   Classmates explored 
personal strengths related to potential 
career paths while creating a shield 
project and then used public speaking to 
share this information with the group.  
They created beautiful pillows using both 
hand and machine sewing skills and 
focused on technical reading as well as 
the value of following directions. 
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Math 
We will be finishing the year with Topic 
8 – Statistics. In this topic, we will learn 
about displaying and describing data. 
We have also begun reviewing for the 
final exam. Students are working on 
sample test questions, mixed review 
graded assignments, and other review 
activities in class. Please check the 
Final Exam Review folder in the 
Materials section of Schoology for 
copies of review assignments, and 
other files that may be helpful as 
students prepare for the cumulative 
final exam. Students are reminded that 
they are required to have a Ti 30Xiis 
calculator (or other calculator with a 
fraction key) for the final exam. 

Reading 
Students completed a challenging 
book study on The Lightning Thief 
based on a New York State module for 
sixth grade.  Greek myths were 
introduced and we reviewed the Six 
Signposts for fiction. Students were 
identifying both as they read through 
the chapters.  They worked with 
Joseph Campbell’s “archetype” of a 
hero in The Hero’s Journey and traced 
Percy Jackson’s adventures through 
the path of a hero in class discussions 
and story mapping. We are looking 
forward to reading biographies and 
nonfiction!

Music 
  General Music
General Music students should come prepared to class every day with a pencil, 
three-ring binder just for music and five dividers. During the ten-week course, 
students will explore music through listening, multimedia, electric pianos, and 
computer recording.

  Band
After a very successful concert performance on April 4, the CMS Sixth Grade 
Band now begins preparation for their next exciting event – the Memorial Day 
Parade!  Band members will have the opportunity, along with their 7th and 8th 
grade counterparts, to honor those who have served our country by marching in 
the parade and playing patriotic music.  To close out the year, there will be one 
more performance: the District Band Spectrum Concert on June 6 at 7:00pm in 
the high school gym.  All district elementary, middle, and high school bands 
perform in this extravaganza! 

  Chorus
Sixth  Grade  Chorus  will  end  the  concert  season  with  the  Spring  Choral 
Festival.  The  performance  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  May  23  in  the  CMS 
Auditorium  and  will  feature  Show  Choir,  Girl's  Choir,  Voce  and  all  three 
choruses. Please note that this is a change from the original date that is printed 
on  the  school  calendar!  I  am  excited  to  share  that  the  Clarence  Chorus 
Boosters are sponsoring composer and conductor Jim Papoulis on May 24 and 
25 at CHS. We are looking forward to observing his work with the high school 
choirs.

  Orchestra
Sixth Grade Orchestra students performed well  in the March concert!  Our 
May 18  concert  will  feature  music  of  Vivaldi,  Rossini,  and a  Disney  classic. 
Information  about  our  May  15  field  trip  to  Sheridan  Hill  is  coming  soon. 
Students  continue  to  work  hard  in  orchestra  class,  but  home  practice  is 
important,  too.   Daily home practice builds muscle memory and reinforces 
new skills.

Sixth grade musicians and vocalists are concert ready.
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Science 
Wow, 30 weeks of school has flown by! We have been very busy in our science 
classes building and testing electromagnets.  During this process we used our 
knowledge of magnets and electricity to make the proper connections needed to 
get  our  motors  spinning.  The fourth  quarter  carries  us  through an  in-depth 
study of Isaac Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion and Astronomy. Finally, it is time to 
prepare for our final exam! Please be sure you are checking Schoology for notes 
and homework – especially if you are absent or miss class for a lesson. When you 
keep track of your grades through Parent Portal, your final average should not be a surprise 
to you!

Observing the solar rockers move in the sunshine and 
trying to figure out just how they work is not as easy as 
you would think. There is a lot of electromagnetic science 
behind the movement of the turkey's feathers or the bat in 
the haunted house.
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Analise finds her inner 
Picasso as she paints a 
portrait of Hannah during 
the art show.

Art 
The middle school Art Department 
hosted our first annual art show on 
Wednesday, April 26.  Work from all 
three grade levels was on display in 
the art hallway. Music was performed 
by several small groups as well as 
songs from the musical Hamilton. We 
had an incredible turnout. Thank you 
to all of our talented artists and the 
families who attended. Your support 
is what makes our program thrive. 

Social Studies 
During the third quarter our sixth 
grade explorers uncovered the 
mysteries of the classical civilization 
of ancient Greece. We delved into 
the lives of the Athenians and 
Spartans, Alexander the Great, and 
the Greek legacies that are still part 
of our lives today.   Next, we will 
explore the legacies of ancient 
Rome, and sift through the major 
changes that rocked Europe during 
the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, 
and the Reformation. 

Students with their Greece Projects – Social Studies.
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Student Services 
Only ten more weeks left of sixth grade. That being said, this could be the most 
important quarter of sixth grade. Please encourage your child to continue to 
work hard when it comes to homework and studying. I understand that outside 
activities are starting up.  With the nice weather it is harder to focus, but that is 
exactly what we need from our sixth graders.  Find that designated time each 
night that they can complete assignments and study for tests. Regarding final 
exams, students should start looking over previously assigned quizzes and tests 
and use them as study guides; the sooner the better.  Cramming doesn’t work. 
Students need to look over their study guides over time.  Research states that 
looking over notes for short daily periods (20 minutes) over a long stretch of 
time  (2  weeks)  will  increase  students’  recollection  of  the  material.  Happy 
studying! 

407-9210.  - Mr. Daniel Fox, 6th Grade School Counselor

Health Office 
New York State has NEW IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS for ALL 
students entering the 7th Grade.

One vaccine against Meningitis will be required for school entry. Please check 
with your child’s physician’s office today to schedule this vaccination, in order 
to avoid being excluded from school in September.

All  students  entering  7th  grade  are  required  by  New York  State  Education 
Department to have a current physical on file in the Health Office. The physical 
exam must be done in the 12 months prior to entering 7th grade (Sept. 2017), 
check Parent Portal for your child's physical date. Please send in a copy OR 
contact your physician's office to schedule their physical appointment. It's not 
too soon to do this!

Phys ica l s  and  immunizat ion  records  can  be  emai led  to 
LBajdas@clarenceschools.org , dropped off, or faxed. 

CONFIDENTIAL FAX # 407-9243.

Every school year the following MUST be renewed:

-all medication orders, including epi-pens, inhalers, insulin, Tylenol, etc.

-any and all physical education restrictions (i.e. no swimming, physical activity 
restrictions, etc.)

ALL the necessary forms are available on the District website. If your child has 
any medication in the Health Office, it will not be saved, it gets destroyed if not 
picked up by the last day of school  June 22, 2017. 

SPORTS 

Modified fall sports start in August. A current physical, dated August 1, 2016, or 
later, is required for ALL students….no exceptions. Don’t leave your child on 
the  sidelines,  send  their  physicals  to  the  Athletic  Office  or  the  MS Health 
Office by August 1, 2017

Call the Health Office with any questions—#407-9223.

Technology 
Technology class is generally a 
student’s favorite class, due to 
the hands-on learning, rigorous 
d e s i g n c h a l l e n g e s , a n d 
authentic application of math 
and science concepts.   Please 
take time to admire the design 
plans and prototypes that the 
students have created for their 
popcorn grabber and robot 
keychain projects.   Students 
have done a wonderful job 
expanding on essential design 
skills, as they advance through 
o u r P L T W G a t e w a y t o 
Technology curriculum. Though 
t e c h n o l o g y e d u c a t i o n i s 
currently only a quarter-long 
class, there are ways for 
students to stay involved, 
pursue interests, and build 
experience toward future 
careers.   Please contact Ms. 
Urbanek, Mr. Kleeh, or Mr. 
Wright for suggestions on 
staying involved in Clarence’s 
prestigious Technology and 
Engineering program. 

PBIS


